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Considening its inevitably pivotal role in safeguarding rights; settling disputes and handing down
mlings on litigations, the judiciary enjoys an unmatehed aura of respect and prestige. Consequently,
the law ineriminates implicit and explicit contempt of eourt, not to mention threatening of eourt or
any other act that may affect the proceedings of cases.

Therefore, legislations provide for several legal puarantees, including independence, unbiasedness,
immunity, junsdiction, etc., so that all those guarantees are reflected in enshdning indrridual rights
and hiberties before courts. Eventually, judges hand down their rulings on legal grounds to ensure their
soundness as well as compliance with applicable law and justice.

This is why the Penal Code outlaws exercising any influence on a judge when legal proceedings are
being conducted, while defining criminal relevant acts including contempt (in any of the forms sct
forth under Arts. 133.1 and 134); be it verbal, written, wired, by phone or drawing...

ﬂn}' imp]ir_it oL cxplicit contempt or threat of a pub]ic servant, rtgulator_r—bod}' member ot any persoa
assigned a public duty when or because of performing such duty is punishable with impnsonment for
a penod not exceeding sis months or with a fine not exceeding two hundred Epyptian Peunds. Where
such coutempt 15 levied agaiust a couct of law, administrative court, judicial n:ntity or auy member
thereof when in session, the penalty shall be, pursuant to the said Code, imprson for a pedod not

exceeding six menths or a fine not exceeding five hundred Epyptian Pounds.

Islam provides for respect for the judiciary and prevents any contempt thereof or any litigant during
litigation, while providing for other puarantees to protect human dghts, in general, against
manipulation. Those gnarantees include protecing judges agrinst psychological influences: a judge
may sit to hear when angry, hungry, thicsty, sick and/or preoccupied. Nor mar 2 judge hear a case in
a statc of extreme temperature. Accotd.i.ngl].'_, Tslamic Ichistdt:ucc holds iuclgcs in JJ.igh csteem
considering their noble mission and public-interest-based puisdictions and powers. After all, a judge
derives their rulings from the Islamic Law ($8aria'ah), kence their prestuge and powerfulness, This
being the case, a judge should never feel intimidated or influenced by a person in authority, but 1s
sather required to observe the divine power, reward and punishment of God.

Therefore, a person libeling and/or slandering a good law-abiding person should be excused 25 5/he
would remain tainted with such offence but may be also forgiven and disciplined or punished wath
physical punishment and imprisonment. A pumishment may be elevated to ward off attackers or
dissidents to ensure public order, safety and justice to all
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